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Agenda

• Data Governance and digital transformation efforts

• Some observations on Data Governance 
arrangements in the Pacific 

• Capacity building
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Digital Transformation

Data 
Governance
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Digital Transformation
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Digital Transformation
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Digital Transformation..

… requires the sharing and 
integration of data (at an 
individual level). This involves:
• managing data so it is fit for 

multiple purposes
• ensuring that shared data is 

used in a legal and ethical way“Manage data as a 
strategic asset”
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“Manage data as a strategic    asset”

w-o-g  / multi-agency

Multi-faceted challenge:
- Governance
- Technology
- Capability
- Culture
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Data Governance

Data governance is a system of decision rights and 

accountabilities for the management of the 

availability, usability, integrity and security of data

• Regulations

• Policies

• Standards

• Protocols

• Roles

• Frameworks..

DEFINED BY
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Data Governance Frameworks

UN/ESCAP
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Data Governance Frameworks

UN/DESA

https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/un-desa-policy-brief-89-strengthening-data-governance-for-effective-use-of-open-data-and-big-data-analytics-for-combating-covid-19/
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Data Stewardship

“Data stewardship means ensuring the ethical 

and responsible creation, collection, 

management, use and reuse of data so that they 

are used for public good and benefit the full 

community of data users.”
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Data Stewardship

“Data stewardship means ensuring the ethical 

and responsible creation, collection, 

management, use and reuse of data so that they 

are used for public good and benefit the full 

community of data users.”   UNECE

Data Stewards make sure that data is managed well

“”
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The GCDS is:
• Setting the strategic direction for 

government's data management
• Leading New Zealand's state sector's response 

to new and emerging data issues
• Co-developing a Data Stewardship Framework 

to enable agencies to manage data as a 
strategic asset and benchmark their data 
maturity

• Leading the government's commitment to 
accelerating the release of open data.

Mark Sowden is the 
Government Chief Data 
Steward (GCDS), the 
Government Statistician, 
and the Chief Executive 
of Stats NZ.
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NSO as Data Stewards

UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE

https://unece.org/statistics/publications/data-stewardship-and-role-national-statistical-offices-new-data-ecosystem
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In the Pacific Island Countries

• National Strategies for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) are 
being reviewed.

• Access to, and influence over, admin data remains an issue
• Confidentiality requirements in legislation need to be 

considered
• Some countries are considering development of population 

registers
• NSOs are good candidates for Data Stewardship and Data Service 

Providers (but would need more resources).
• National Statistics Councils are candidates for ”Statistics and Data 

Councils”?
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The Centre’s objective is to build and strengthen the 
capacity of members and associate members of ESCAP 
to leverage Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) for the purpose of socio-economic development 

Capacity Building
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Coming soon… Data Governance for 

Digital Transformation

Academy of ICT Essentials
For Government Leaders
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Thank you
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