
Niue is one of the world’s smallest 
countries, with a land area of 259 square 
kilometers and an estimated population 
of 1,862 in 2019. Tourism development 
has been the country’s main driver of 
economic growth, with improved flight 
connectivity, accommodation facilities, 
and destination marketing contributing 
to an increase in visitor arrivals from 
about 2,000 in 2005 to 11,000 in 
2019. At more than six visitors for every 
resident, Niue has one of the highest 
tourist–to–population ratios globally. 
Meanwhile, fiscal discipline, paired with 
large and predictable inflows of overseas 
development assistance, have helped 
provide macroeconomic stability for the 
Government of Niue.

The country does, however, face 
significant challenges in achieving 
sustained socioeconomic development. 
In proportionate terms, Niue has 
experienced the largest population 
decline of any country in recent history—
the resident population was 5,194 people 
in 1966—and travel restrictions 
associated with the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic are having 
profound impacts on the country’s 
tourism-dependent economy.

ADB’s operations will be guided by the Pacific Approach, 
2021–2025, which will serve as the country partnership 
strategy for its 12 small Pacific island countries.

NIUE
In March 2019, Niue became the 
68th and most recent member of the 
Asian Development Bank (ADB). Since 
then, ADB has committed a total of 
$0.5 million in grants and $0.225 million 
in country-specific technical assistance 
for Niue. Furthermore, Niue benefits from 
regional technical assistance projects. 
Cumulative grant disbursements to Niue 
amount to $0.5 million. These were 
financed by other special funds.

ADB-SUPPORTED PROJECTS 
AND PROGRAMS
In 2020, ADB provided a grant of 
$500,000 from the Asia Pacific Disaster 
Response Fund to help the Government 
of Niue finance its response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Niue: 2020 Loans, Grants, Equity 
Investments, Technical Assistance, and 
Trade and Supply Chain Finance and 
Microfinance Program Commitments  
($ million)a

Product Type Sovereign Nonsovereign Total
Grants  0.50 –  0.50 
Technical Assistanceb  2.39  0.03  2.43 
Total  2.89  0.03  2.93 

– = nil, DMC = developing member country, TA = technical assistance.
Notes: 
Commitment is the financing approved by ADB’s Board of Directors 
or Management for which the legal agreement has been signed by 
the borrower, recipient, or the investee company and ADB.
Grants and TA include ADB-administered cofinancing.
a Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.
b  Financing for TA projects with regional coverage is distributed to 

their specific DMCs where breakdown is available.

Niue: Cumulative Loans, Grants, Equity 
Investments, Technical Assistance,  
and Trade and Supply Chain Finance and 
Microfinance Program Commitmentsa, b, c, d

Sector No.

Total 
Amount  

($ million)e

% 
of Total 

Amounte

COVID-19 
Response   

($ million)e

Finance  –  0.29 9.07  –   
Health  1  1.20 38.08  1.20 
Industry and Trade  –  0.00 0.10  –   
Information and 
 Communication 
 Technology

 –  0.03 1.08  –   

Multisector  –  0.09 2.90  –   
Public Sector Management  1  1.21 38.38  0.32 
Transport  –  0.26 8.16  –   
Water and Other  
 Urban Infrastructure 
 and Services

 –  0.07 2.22  0.05 

Total  2  3.15 100.00  1.57 
– = nil, 0.00 = less than $5,000, COVID-19 = coronavirus disease, 
DMC = developing member country, TA = technical assistance.
a  Grants and TA include ADB-administered cofinancing.
b  Includes sovereign and nonsovereign loans and technical assistance.
c Using primary sector in reporting of commitments.
d  Financing for TA projects with regional coverage is distributed to 

their specific DMCs where breakdown is available.
e Numbers may not sum precisely because of rounding.

Published in April 2021

https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/funds/asia-pacific-disaster-response-fund-apdrf
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/funds/asia-pacific-disaster-response-fund-apdrf
https://www.adb.org/projects/documents/reg-54135-004-grj
https://www.adb.org/projects/documents/reg-54135-004-grj


Just one month after Niue joined the 
bank, ADB committed a technical 
assistance project to support improved 
public financial management in 
the country. Using the 2016 Public 
Expenditure and Financial Accountability 
framework, ADB is providing the 
necessary expertise to assess the 
government’s financial management 
systems, prepare a road map for 
strengthening those systems, and develop 
measures to improve accounting and 
financial reporting of public expenditure.

ADB supported a pre-feasibility study to 
address operational and safety issues at 
the Alofi wharf, Niue’s main port, and at 
the boat ramps of Avatele and Namukulu. 
The study provided the groundwork for 
improvements to the wharf and boat 
ramps, which will enhance the country’s 
regional connectivity and climate 
resilience of its maritime assets.

Niue participates in ADB’s regional 
conferences and training programs to 
access regional best practices and improve 
the capabilities of its development 

practitioners. The country will also benefit 
from regional technical assistance projects 
covering areas such as public sector 
management, private sector development, 
and infrastructure development.

NONSOVEREIGN OPERATIONS 
As a catalyst for private investments, 
ADB provides financial assistance to 
nonsovereign projects and financial 
intermediaries. Total commitments 
in loans and equity investments from 
ADB’s own funds in 2020 amounted 
to $1.4 billion for 38 transactions in 
economic and social infrastructure, 
finance sector, and agribusiness.  
ADB also actively mobilizes 
cofinancing from commercial and 
concessional sources. In 2020, ADB 
mobilized $1.9 billion of long-term 
project cofinancing and $3.3 billion 
of cofinancing through its Trade 
and Supply Chain Finance Program 
and Microfinance Program. Total 
outstanding balances and commitments 
of nonsovereign transactions funded 

by ADB’s own resources stood at 
$14.3 billion as of 31 December 2020.

FINANCING PARTNERSHIPS
Financing partnerships enable ADB’s 
financing partners, governments or 
their agencies, multilateral financing 
institutions, and commercial 
organizations to participate in financing 
ADB projects. The additional funds 
are provided in the form of loans and 
grants, technical assistance, and other 
nonsovereign cofinancing such as 
B loans, risk transfer arrangements, 
parallel loans and equity, guarantee 
cofinancing, and cofinancing for 
transactions under ADB’s Trade and 
Supply Chain Finance Program and 
Microfinance Program. 

FUTURE DIRECTIONS
ADB will continue to support Niue as the 
country emerges from the COVID-19 
pandemic. The bank’s operations will be 
aligned with the government’s National 
Strategic Plan, 2016–2026.

Notes:
Figures are estimated by ADB unless otherwise stated. “$” refers to United States dollars.
Data are updated as of 31 December 2020 unless otherwise indicated. 

ABOUT NIUE AND ADB

ADB Membership 
Joined 2019

Shareholding and Voting Power
Number of shares held: 150 (0.001% of total shares)
Votes:  39,264 (0.295% of total membership,
 0.453% of total regional membership)
*Overall capital subscription: $2.16 million
*Paid-in capital subscription: $0.12 million
*United States dollar figures are valued at rate as of 31 December 2020.

Dalton Emani Makamau Tagelagi  is the Governor and Wayne McCaughan is the Alternate 
Governor for Niue in ADB.

Syurkani Ishak Kasim is the Director and Karen Murray is the Alternate Director representing 
Niue on the ADB Board of Directors.

Masayuki Tachiiri is the ADB Regional Director of the Pacific Subregional Office (SPSO) in 
Suva, Fiji. SPSO opened in 2004 and provides the primary operational link for activities between 
ADB and the governments of the subregion, the private sector, civil society stakeholders, and 
development partners. SPSO engages in policy dialogue, country partnership strategy development 
and programming, portfolio management, and knowledge-based solutions for the Cook Islands, Fiji, 
Kiribati, Niue, Samoa, Tonga, and Tuvalu.

ABOUT THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK
ADB is a multilateral development bank owned by 68 members, 49 from Asia and the Pacific and  
19 from other parts of the world. ADB’s main instruments for helping its developing member countries 
are policy dialogue, loans, equity investments, guarantees, grants, and technical assistance. In 2020, 
lending volume was $26.9 billion (149 projects), with technical assistance at $293.56 million  
(275 projects) and grant-financed projects at $1.08 billion (62 projects). In addition, $16.41 billion  
was generated for sovereign and nonsovereign cofinancing in the form of loans and grants, B loans, 
risk transfer arrangements, guarantee cofinancing, parallel loans, parallel equity, and cofinancing 
for transactions under ADB’s Trade and Supply Chain Finance Program and Microfinance Program. 
From 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2020, ADB’s annual lending volume averaged $19.69 billion. 
In addition, investment grants and technical assistance funded by ADB and Special Funds resources 
averaged $805.5 million and $230.81 million respectively over the same period. As of 31 December 
2020, the cumulative commitments excluding cofinancing were $323.17 billion in loans for 
3,369 projects in 44 countries, $11.3 billion in 495 grants, and $5.01 billion  in technical assistance 
grants, including regional technical assistance grants.

CONTACTS

Pacific Subregional Office
Level 5, Ra Marama Building
91 Gordon Street
Suva, Fiji
Tel: +679 331 8101
Fax: +679 331 8074
adbspso@adb.org

ADB Headquarters
6 ADB Avenue, Mandaluyong City
1550 Metro Manila, Philippines
Tel: +63 2 8632 4444
Fax: +63 2 8636 2444

Office of the Secretary to Government
Government of Niue
P.O. Box 27
Alofi, Niue
Tel: +683 4308
niue.secgov@mail.gov.nu

Useful ADB websites

Asian Development Bank
www.adb.org

Annual Report
www.adb.org/documents/series/adb-annual-
reports

Asian Development Outlook
www.adb.org/publications/series/asian-
development-outlook

ADB Data Library
data.adb.org

https://www.adb.org/publications/public-expenditure-financial-accountability
https://www.adb.org/publications/public-expenditure-financial-accountability
https://www.adb.org/publications/public-expenditure-financial-accountability
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/private-sector-financing/main
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/trade-supply-chain-finance-program/main
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/trade-supply-chain-finance-program/main
https://www.adb.org/sectors/finance/microfinance
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/financing-partnerships/main
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/private-sector-financing/commercial-cofinancing-nonsovereign-projects
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/private-sector-financing/loan-syndications
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/private-sector-financing/loan-syndications
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/private-sector-financing/guarantees
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/private-sector-financing/guarantees
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/trade-supply-chain-finance-program/main
https://www.adb.org/what-we-do/trade-supply-chain-finance-program/main
https://www.adb.org/sectors/finance/microfinance
www.adb.org
https://www.adb.org/documents/series/adb-annual-reports
https://www.adb.org/documents/series/adb-annual-reports
www.adb.org/publications/series/asian-development-outlook
www.adb.org/publications/series/asian-development-outlook
https://data.adb.org/

